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whence some of the ore Is obtained. The chief agricultural products
are olives, the oil from, which is much in demand ; vines, from which
the well-known CManti wine is made ; and wheat, which forms the
basis of the straw-plaiting industry of the district. Along the coast
of Tuscany is the Maxeinma, a low-lying strip of land built up of
debris brought down by the rivers, and swept in by the current.
Formerly it was marshy and unhealthy, but drainage has converted
much of it into rich pasture land, and it is now an important dairying
district. Farther south on both sides of the lower Tiber, and occupy-
ing a considerable part of Latium, is the region to which the name
Campagna is somewhat loosely given. The soil consists of volcanic
debris, but, although it is fertile, it is low-lying, subject to flooding,
and productive of malaria, with the result that in the past its scanty
population confined itself to pastoral pursuits. Within recent years,
however, the soil has been improved, and the danger of malaria
lessened, by the drainage of the land and other remedial measures ;
for the natural pastures have been substituted artificial meadows,
cornfields, and fruit trees, and the population lias shown a sub-
stantial increase. On the volcanic soil of the Albaii Hills, and in
the plains of Campania, around Naples, are some of the richest
districts in all Italy, olives, vines, figs, and other fruits being grown
in great profusion. In Campania, especially, where there are many
opportunities for irrigation, the methods of cultivation are intensive,
and the individual holdings are small. Accordingly, there is a
dense population.
Manufactures are growing up around the principal towns. Leg-
horn, in addition to long-established industries such as the pre-
paration of olive oil and the plaiting of straw, has recently estab-
lished copper and glass works. Florence is the centre of the straw
hat industry, and makes large quantities of macaroni, both pursuits
being based on the wheat production of the surrounding country.
Iron ore is also smelted there; and in the districts of which Carrara
and Florence are,the centres, a large part of the Italian output
of steel is produced. Rome is still largely a non-manufacturing
city, but, with the development of the water-power of the Aniene
at Tivoli and Subiaco, there has been- ,a certain amount of
industrial growth.
Naples has made the greatest advance within recent years. In
order to encourage industrial development the municipality